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In order to prepare each child  

for what comes next,  

we must align vision, expectation, and practice.”  

Region 1 Board of Education  

 



MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 
 

OUR FOCUS 
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We have had a good beginning to our school year. Our administrative team is cohesive and forward thinking; our 

teachers and support staff understand that we seek excellence in our schools and that our boards and the 

administration will support them as they strive for this. 
 

An important part of our story is sharing the news about what it is that our schools provide. Communication is 

everything- telling others about what exists, the wide variety of programs and opportunities, the caring 

environment, and, based on student needs, more that we anticipate needs to take place. 
 

Over the past 15-20 years, we have seen significant differences in our student population and have gained more 

information about “what works” in education. There is a plethora of documentation that supports the characteristics 

that distinguish a high-quality school.  
 

Stakeholders often look primarily at test scores. However, test scores alone don’t tell us a tremendous amount about 

what students are learning. Research has demonstrated that school factors explain only about 20% of the results and 

about one-third of what student and family background characteristics explain. 
 

Even if scores did fully reflect what students were learning in school, they’d still fail to address the range of what 

schools actually do to cultivate students. Standardized tests communicate nothing about school climate, student 

engagement, the development of citizenship skills, student social and emotional health, or critical thinking.1 

 

We currently do communicate test score results; it is a requirement at state and federal levels and they do provide us 

some important information at the local level, but as we study student growth and performance, we are moving 

away from multiple-choice tests and going more towards curriculum-embedded projects and formative assessments 

designed and rated by educators.  
 

Leaders in education need to continuously look at what it takes for students to succeed and help create schools to 

educate the students of today and tomorrow. Our focus is on personalized learning, knowing the needs and interests 

of each student, and cultivating this. 
 

Children can be excited to go to school each day and are strongly attached to their current and former teachers. A 

child may read regularly and loves to do math. They may self-identify as a scientist, a mathematician, or an artist. 

They trust their classmates and respect their principal due to the care and oversight that exists. They are often 

excited about the additional activities built into the curriculum, such as physical education, music, drama, and 

Maker Space. But, none of these are currently measured by those purporting to gauge school quality through tests. 
 

These characteristics make a school: 2 

Students Want to be There:  Effective schools have a warm climate. Students feel welcome and know that the 

staff cares about them. Although there is pressure to perform, it comes in a way that promotes learning, with an 

expectation that students will excel and the support is provided to make it happen. 

Highest Expectations For the School, Teachers and Students: Only the best is good enough. Quality is expected, 

and nothing less is acceptable. Passion for excellence is a driving force every day. A good school has an involved 

staff working together, pushing themselves and their students to be the best. Failure for either is not an option. 

Dedicated Teachers: The best teachers work to improve their ability to teach. They read and explore the techniques 

used by others in a never-ending effort to better themselves and their skill. Effective teaching demands the teacher 

be knowledgeable in the subject area. The teachers must have a detailed understanding of what is being taught.   



The importance of emotional intelligence is not a new concept and the 

development of emotional intelligence has been a component of 

teaching and learning for over two decades. However, new research 

discoveries in brain development as well as changes in skills required in 

the workplace have placed a renewed and stronger emphasis on the 

inclusion of instruction about social and emotional skills in schools. The 

small class sizes from kindergarten through high school in Region One 

have historically made it easier for teachers to get to know students and 

therefore to help them to recognize their strengths and opportunities as 

individuals. Thus, teachers in the Region have openly embraced new 

approaches to refining and contemporizing the teaching of social 

emotional skills and are excited to place social emotional learning on 

equal footing with the mastery of subject area content and skills 
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During the 2018-2019 school year, a group of Region One teachers, representing grades K-12 met on several 

occasions to review the literature, programs and practices in the area of social emotional learning to help create a 

vision for our approach to learning in this area. The outcome of the work conducted by this group resulted in the 

Adoption of CASEL (Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning) as the guiding resource for 

Region One.  CASEL consists of a group of educators, clinicians and researchers who study social emotional 

learning and recommend best practices for teaching and learning in this area. CASEL defines social emotional 

learning as follows: 
 

• The process through which children and adults acquire and effectively apply the knowledge, attitudes, and skills 

necessary to understand and manage emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and show empathy for 

others, establish and maintain positive relationships, and make responsible decisions. 
 

Casel’s social emotional framework breaks social emotional learning into these three areas: 
 

• Self Management and Self Awareness -1) Knowing one’s strengths and limitations, with a well-grounded sense 

of confidence, optimism, and a “growth mindset” and 2) effectively managing stress, controlling impulses, and 

motivating oneself to set and achieve goals. 

• Social Awareness and Relationship Skills - 1) Understanding the perspectives of others and empathizing with 

them, including those from diverse backgrounds and cultures and 2)communicating clearly, listening well, 

cooperating with others, resisting inappropriate social pressure, negotiating conflict constructively, and seeking 

and offering help when needed. 

• Responsible Decision Making - Making constructive choices about personal behavior and social interactions 

based on ethical standards, safety, and social norms. 
 

The CASEL framework dovetails well with current programs and work already begun throughout all grade levels. 

This year, professional development and some of our Professional Learning Community work will be focused on 

growing and leveraging current practices in the area of social emotional learning to support student growth and 

resilience in this area. 

 

Lisa Carter, Assistant Superintendent   

  MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 
 

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING IN REGION 1 



 

Cornwall Consolidated School  

Taylor Hurley is the new 5th and 6th grade English Language Arts teacher at CCS. She recently graduated from Southern 

Connecticut State University with her BS in Elementary Education and her BA in Interdisciplinary Studies with 

concentrations in English and STEM. While at SCSU, Taylor was awarded the Elizabeth Foye Departmental Award, which 

recognizes a senior studying Elementary Education with a high GPA and expertise in language arts and literacy. She was also 

awarded the Henry Barnard Distinguished Student Award, which recognizes four students whose participation in university 

and/or community life excelled. Taylor is a member of the Educational Justice Collective which words to identify and 

eradicate systemic injustice in educational spaces. 
 

Lee H. Kellogg School 

Bethany Franklin is thrilled to be joining the Region 1 school community as the Lee H. Kellogg School music teacher. She 

previously held positions in the Simsbury and Litchfield Public Schools. Bethany graduated with a B.S. in music education 

with a concentration in French horn from Messiah College in Mechanicsburg, PA. She enjoys performing in music ensembles 

across Connecticut.   
 

Kaleigh Rogers graduated from North Canaan Elementary School and Housatonic Valley Regional High School. She 

received her Bachelor's Degree at Eastern Connecticut State University in Health and Physical Education. She continues to 

coach for Housatonic sports and shares a teaching assignment in Region 7. 
 

North Canaan 

Maddie Cutler received her Bachelor’s in Art Education and Master’s in Elementary Education. She will be the 4th grade 

teacher at North Canaan Elementary. Some facts about her are that she loves reading, baking, going to concerts, and relaxing 

at home with her dogs. 
 

Beth Frost grew up in Northwest Connecticut and was inspired by the fields and forests of her local surroundings to pursue 

studies in Environmental Science and Biology at the University of New Hampshire and continued on to get her Master’s 

degree in Education from Antioch University. She has been involved with education for many years in a variety of capacities; 

from outdoor environmental education to AP Environmental Science and Biology, from middle school through high school, to 

program design and administration. She is excited to be teaching science in North Canaan this year!  
 

Sharon Center 

Peter Del Monaco is the music teacher at Sharon Center. He is a recent graduate of the Hartt School of Music, Dance and 

Theater. During his time at The Hartt School he performed with many ensembles including the Hartt Orchestra, Opera 

Orchestra, and Wind Ensemble. While at Hartt, Peter was awarded the Mark Lord Trumpet Award for his exceptional playing 

and leadership in the trumpet studio. Peter has also taught at the Danbury Music Center Summer Camp for several years. In 

addition, he served as executive assistant, librarian, and musician for the New Baroque Soloists, a CT baroque ensemble.  
 

Jill Pace is delighted to return to SCS after a year serving as Dean of Students at Batcheller School in Winchester, CT. Jill is a 

lifelong learner with a BS in Elementary Education from Boston University, an MA from the Literacy Specialist program at 

Teachers College, and a 6th year in Educational Leadership from CCSU. She is an avid reader and researcher, and looks 

forward to supporting others in making effective use of all that the school library media center has to offer.  
 

Livy Sheldon graduated from UCONN in 2018 with a Master’s of Education and certification and a BA in English, minoring 

in Human Development and Family Studies. Her passion for literature and compassion for people brought her to becoming a 

secondary education teacher of English. She is a member of the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) and looks 

forward to networking with other colleagues and professional associations. She is very excited and proud to become apart of 

the Region 1 educational community as Sharon Center School’s new 6th and 8th grade English teacher. 
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MORE NEW TEACHERS 
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 SUPPORT STAFF 
 

We welcome all of the new Support Staff members to our region. They are also the heartbeat of our schools and 

we could not have orderly operations without them! 
 

Cornwall Consolidated      Sharon Center 

Amanda Jacquier - Paraeducator     Jennie Lyn Selino - Paraeducator (Pupil Services) 

Clare Rashkoff - School Nurse     Leanne Lafond - School Secretary 
 

Lee H. Kellogg       HVRHS 

Melissa Dean - School Nurse      Lisa Jasinski - Night Custodian  

Chad Olson - Custodian 
      

North Canaan       Pupil Services 

Kerry Rooney - Board Secretary     Heather Strid - Job Coach 

Patricia Vanicky - Paraeducator (Pupil Services) 

Region-Wide 

Amanda Killian- Applications Support/Coordinator 

HVRHS 

Cheryl Fritz received her certification to teach high school mathematics in 2001. She has taught at local high schools 

throughout the northwest corner of CT. She looks forward to working with the Region one team and adding to our students' 

educational experiences in math. She loves being outdoors and enjoys gardening, hiking, camping, swimming and kayaking. 
 

Rob Joeckel is HVRHS’ new school counselor. He received his Bachelors of Arts in International Studies with a Minor in 

Spanish from Central Connecticut State University (CCSU). He returned to CCSU and earned his Master’s degree in 

Counselor Education with a Specialization in School Counseling which he earned in August of 2018. Rob’s counseling 

philosophy is student-centered and solution-focused. He believes in a comprehensive counseling program that addresses the 

academic, career, and personal/social development of all students. Rob is excited to meet and begin working with everyone!  
 

Audra Leach is from Watertown, CT. This will be her 11th year teaching. She has taught agriculture and science (middle 

school science, high school integrated science, high school biology, middle and high school environmental science, natural 

resources, and mechanics) for the past 10 years. Some of her hobbies include hiking, running, photography, and kayaking. 

She is very excited to be joining the Housatonic Valley community and look forward to a year filled with new adventures and 

meeting and getting to know students, staff and families. 
 

Danielle Melino is originally from Vernon, CT. She earned her Bachelors and Master’s Degrees in Agriculture Education 

from North Carolina State University. She taught Agriculture Education in Durham, NC before teaching Agriculture and 

Biology at Mt. Everett High School in Sheffield, MA for eight years. She is excited to be working in Region 1; she has 

experience working with horses, livestock, companion animals, and exotics. Danielle enjoys teaching because it is a means of 

combining her passion for Agriculture and working with teenagers as she finds their energy and natural curiosity inspiring.  
 

Pupil Services (Special Education) 

Brittni Scavotto - Born and raised in Sharon, Brittni is a product of the Region 1 school system and is excited to be back as 

an educator. After graduating HVRHS, Brittni attended Quinnipiac University, where she studied Public Relations and 

Political Science. At Quinnipiac, her professors sparked her interest in education. She earned her Master's in Education at 

George Mason University and taught as a special education teacher for 5 years at Deal Middle School in Washington, D.C. 

For the past 3 years she has worked as a Learning Specialist at Salisbury Boys' School.  



 

 

This past year was the first year for Special Olympics in Region One — and it was a good one! 

 

Ten student athletes participated in one or more of these sports — Basketball Skills, Developmental Swimming, 

and Track and Field. Students who participated were April Bautista, Elizabeth McDermott, Robert Hoefer, Lily 

Watkins, David O’Neill, Sasha McCue, Dustin Kayser, Todd Silvernail, Walter Hayward, and Nicole Gorat.  

 

We were fortunate to have the outstanding help from our coaches: Traci Marshall (swimming), Michelle Hansen 

and Andrea Downs (basketball skills), and Letitia Garcia-Tripp (track and field), as well as our support staff who 

attend the events. These coaches will continue this school year. We also had the assistance of ten very caring 

high school students, who helped students at the games and who made new friends as a result!. 

 

In these events, students enjoy spending time with their classmates, making new friends, trying new things, and 

experiencing a part of something both challenging and rewarding. There are different levels of difficulty in each 

sport and we match the level to that which the student feels is the right one for them.  

 

Any student age eight or older and identified for special education programming can participate. Students can 

continue in the program past their time of graduation, as there is no age limit for Special Olympics. Practices are 

held during the school day and competitions for each of the sports occur on a weekend. Practices generally take 

place in the student’s school and all transportation for the competition events is provided by the Region One 

Schools. Uniforms and meals are also provided through the school. We encourage families to watch their child 

participate in the competition and cheer their students on! 

 

Practices for swimming will begin soon. Basketball skill practices are planned to begin the first part of January, 

with track and field practices beginning in February or March. If you have interest in your child being a part of 

Special Olympics, please contact your student’s teacher or call Central Office at 860-824-0855. 

 

The motto for Special Olympics is “Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt”.  We  hope 

that you consider this opportunity for your student. The program creates many special opportunities and 

memories for everyone! 
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FFA 2019 SUMMER EXCHANGE 
     

Another year and another new experience for FFA students from HVRHS and 

Iowa. Kneeland Munson and Karlee McGee from Housatonic flew to Des 

Moines on July 21. From there, they traveled to the East Union School District, 

where Dr. Vogel was superintendent prior to coming to Region One. When in 

Iowa, Kneeland and Karlee stayed with Kanyon Huntingon, Alissa Weinkoetz 

and Allivea Skarda. 
 

The highlights of the Iowa trip were participating in East Union FFA activities as well as touring agriculture in the 

area. They toured the Agrivision Equipment, Three Mile Lake by boat, John Deere in Des Moines, where they 

were manufacturing cotton harvesting equipment, and a local hog and grain farming operation. The students 

experienced walking tacos and ham balls, showed pigs and sheep during the Union County Fair livestock judging 

contest, helped operate the cook shack during the fair, competed in the Page county FFA livestock judging team 

(first place team and Kneeland was the second place individual), saw an elk farm, ethanol plant, took a lap around 

the 1/2 mile race track at the Adams County Speedway. They operated some large farm equipment and had the 

chance to travel to the Iowa State Fairgrounds along with many other experiences during their stay. They were also 

guests on the July 24th KSIB Radio broadcast of Ranch Radio! 
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Kneeland and Karlee returned from Iowa on July 28 and were joined the following day by the three Iowa 

students. The week began with lunch at Mountainside with Dr. Vogel, then afternoon tubing on the Farmington 

River. 
 

When in Connecticut, the Iowa students were able to experience many new places with Kneeland and Karlee, 

many very different from the Midwest. Their Northeast adventures took them to New York City, the subway, 

the 9/11 Memorial, Central Park, the Natural History Museum, shopping in Times Square, and rowing at the 

Loeb Boathouse. The weather was hot, but most students agreed the boat ride was the highlight of the day.  
 

All of the students helped to prepare for the August 31 Alumni Picnic, where they spoke about the exchange 

and toured the Laurelbrook Farm. Then, courtesy of Mrs. Davenport, a refreshing trip to the beach and a chance 

to enjoy lobster was a special treat. The following day, the students traveled around to see the various Summer 

Agricultural Experiences, visited Crane’s Outdoor Power and Freund’s Farm Market and Dairy, where they had 

lunch. Travels to the Great Mountain Forest, New Images Landscape, and Coole Park Farm were also new sites 

to see. 
 

On the final day in Connecticut, a trip to Thorncrest Farm to taste the delicious Milkhouse Chocolates, then on 

to Goshen for the 4H Fair and the Arethuysa Farm Dairy were all in order before the Iowa FFA members flew 

home to Iowa on August 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A big thank you goes out to the Ag Ed teachers and Sara Jack for putting together a myriad of activities for the 

students — and to Alexa O’Connor for chaperoning and transporting everyone. It was interesting for the 

students to share the similarities and differences of their programs. They had a great time sharing a lot of 

information and had lots of laughs along the way! It was a memorable experience for the FFA students who 

represented their schools proudly!  
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Cornwall Consolidated is a collaborative community that honors individuality,  

inspires creativity, and is dedicated to developing perseverance, excellence,  

and a passion for lifelong learning. 

MAKERSPACE                   - Mrs. West     
 

Cornwall Consolidated School has a new 

makerspace, where students are encouraged 

to take on personalized challenges.  Each 

student makes up his or her own way of 

building something.  Kindergarteners have 

been having fun with a model train, Lincoln 

logs, Legos and stringing large beads.   
 

For middle school students, there is a 

woodworking corner, where different 

students are making boxes and model 

houses.   

 

At the last Board of Education meeting, the Board honored 

Patty Rovezzi for her long and dedicated work at CCS. 

Thank you Patty! 
(left photo: Catherine Tatge, Board Chair with Patty Roveszzi) 

    AROUND THE CCS CAMPUS 

Anyone wishing to donate sandbox toys may leave them 

in the CCS main office with a note for Miss Massucci.  

The children will be most grateful!  

A fabric and yarn corner is making it possible for several students to work on quilted pillows and finger-knitting 

projects.  We also have a huge pile of cardboard and many different colored duct tapes, that has been very popular 

for making helmets, tanks, doll houses and a boat.  There is also a robotics area where several students are starting 

to experiment with different robot platforms and will soon be learning to code.  Students are assigned to the mak-

erspace for academic enrichment, and many students are able to get into the space at least once a week.   



WE ARE THE CCS GOAL GETTERS          - Mrs. Nelson 
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 When my daughter attended UCONN she joined a club called, “She’s the First”. By the time she was in her 

senior year, she was president of UCONN’s chapter. It was conversations with her that heightened my awareness 

that here in the United States everyone is provided a free education, however in some places around the world it 

costs money to go to school and if parents can’t afford to send all their children, in most cases they send their 

boys and not their girls. 
  

Although when girls go to school they are: 

*   less likely to marry early, more likely to be in a healthy relationship 

*   have fewer, healthier children, and send their children to school 

*   change the world around them for the better 

 Statistics show that women and girls reinvest 90% of their income back into their families and communities,  

     compared to only 30-40% for men and boys. 
  

“She’s the First” chapters in colleges and high schools raise money which is donated to schools in communities 

like Ethiopia, India, and Peru to sponsor girls who many times are the first in their families to be able to receive 

an education.  
  

In elementary school the chapters who work towards sponsoring girls are called “Goal Getters”. Cornwall school 

is in our third year of Goal Getters and our club is thriving. We have 26 active members this year in grades three 

through eight which is nearly 50 percent of that group. Also of note is that we have equal representation of 

gender, in addition, many dedicated parents, staff and community members. 
  

We have 15 different fundraiser events planned throughout this year including a bake sale at each of our sports 

seasons, crafts and other items made by our students on sale at the Cornwall UCC Holiday Fair and a whole 

school Talent Show/ Clothes Swap.  
  

Every child deserves to go to school regardless of where they live or their gender. We "Goal Getters" are 

passionate about helping all kids have the opportunity to go to school. 
  

We hope you can make it to one of our events and maybe even start a “Goal Getters” club in your school.    

For more information go to https://shesthefirst.org/ 
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WELCOME, NEW STAFF!                            - Mrs. Mott  
 

Kent Center School is excited to announce the addition of five new 

staff members. Our new staff has had a great start to the year, and we 

look forward to their amazing contributions to our school! 
 

Stefanie Mele, 7th & 8th Grade Math: Stefanie is so excited to be 

starting her first-year teaching as a seventh and eighth grade math 

teacher at KCS. Her love for teaching began with teaching dance at her 

local dance studio. Since then she graduated from Western Connecticut 

State University with a degree in Elementary Education and a 

concentration in Mathematics. She is also finishing her master’s degree 

in STEM Leadership. While in college she worked at a tutoring center, dance studio, preschool, and was a 

substitute and assistant to a math specialist in the Ridgefield Public Schools. She loves to be outside, hang out with 

her family and friends, travel, and watch football. 
 

Kristen Willenbrock, Second Grade: Kristen is excited to be joining Region One and the KCS faculty! She was 

born and raised in northwestern CT and loves raising her family here, too! She and her husband, Darin, have three 

boys ages 11, 9, and 3 so their life is full of sports practices, playground visits, and grocery lists. Kristen began her 

career teaching 1st grade in New Milford. After starting a family, she took some time off and is eager to be back in 

the classroom! She is looking forward to a year of learning and growing with her students while at the same time 

getting to know her new colleagues and coworkers and is ready to make this her best year yet. 
 

Benjamin Brady, K-8 Paraprofessional: Ben is excited to be returning to KCS as a staff member since he 

attended as a student from kindergarten through eighth grade. After attending South Kent School, Ben went on to 

Providence College and graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in History and Psychology. Ben is interested in being a 

teacher, so he is happy to gain the experience of working in many classrooms with multi-age students. In his free 

time, Ben enjoys working outdoors and watching Sunday football rooting for the Patriots.  
 

Catherine Miller, Reading Intervention Assistant: Catherine, a graduate of KCS, is excited to be back in the 

Kent and contributing to the community. Cathy holds a Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education from 

Goddard College and a Master’s degree in Elementary Licensure from Goddard College. Catherine has experience 

working in multiple schools in Washington and we are excited for her to bring that experience to KCS! In her free 

time, Cathy likes to knit, especially in the fall and winter. She also enjoys spending time with her family.  One of 

her adult children lives in New York City, and she has her mom, sisters, nieces, and nephews nearby! 
 

Salvatore Apicella, Cafeteria Manager: Salvatore was born in Modena, Italy and grew up in a family of 

restauranteurs. As a young boy, he made pasta from tortellini to ravioli. Salvatore played soccer in his teen years at 

the pro level in his home town "Modena". He then pursued a career as a decorator and interior designer. He also 

restored artwork in many museums and churches. Salvatore came to the United States in 1999 to work with his 

father who is now in New York running 4 restaurants. In 2005 he helped open Tramonti restaurant with his dad and 

cousin Filippo; which he managed until he moved to Connecticut with his wife Judy and his son Nico.  
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GOVERNOR’S SUMMER READING CHALLENGE          - Miss Morrow  

KCS students have participated in the Governor’s Summer Reading 

Challenge since the program began in 1996.  This year, 97% percent of 

KCS students voluntarily participated in Connecticut Reads 2019 by 

keeping track of the books they read over the summer. 
 

Participants look forward to their photos being included among their 

peers’ photos on the school’s annual summer reading bulletin board.  

Eighth graders Marra Elsesser and Ashley Wilkins helped design our 

2019 board based on the Governor’s theme: A Universe of Stories.   
 

Our K-7 participants, who are photographed individually, anxiously look 

forward to 8th grade when they are allowed to creatively pose with their 

peers.  The class of 2020’s group poses especially impressed their 

younger classmates. 

KCS EXPLORES MYSTIC ACQUARIUM                   - Miss Davidson and Miss Kapetanopoulos 

KCS Fourth-grade students visited the Mystic Aquarium to deepen their understanding of the science standards that 

focus on animal adaptations. The students learned about different adaptations that are essential for survival. They 

participated in a Beluga Echolocation class where they learned all about the beluga whale, the adaptations they 

need in order to survive, played some awesome and interactive games, and even got to explore different live 

animals in a touch tank! The students explored the aquarium where they saw different fish, sea lions, stingrays, 

sharks, and even a giant sea turtle named Charlotte! They watched the Sea Lion show, which discussed 

conservation and showed the cool things sea lions can do!  The 4th graders truly loved their visit to Mystic!   

COMBINING THE FAVORITES – 6TH GRADE ENRICHMENT     - Ben Brady, Class of 2022 

At the beginning of the year, students were introduced to a new idea during 

their enrichment program. The entire 6th-grade would work together to decide 

which direction their learning would take. They were polled to determine what 

interests would drive their learning experience. Students’ answers ranged from 

sports to technology to animals. As a class, they chose soccer to be the first 

topic. The goal of the class was to bring together students’ interests and find 

their relationship to different class subjects. Part of the learning focus was on  

history when answering questions such as, “When and how did the sport originate?” and “Who are the famous 

past and current players?” Students discovered these concepts and connected to math by reviewing stats and 

relating them to percentages and odds. This project also tied into the NGSS (Science Standards) by observing the 

motion of the ball and how the spin affects the direction of it. Students also made logos of their own team and will 

look differently at sports in the future, realizing it is more than just a game. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL                 - Mrs. Juch  

What is a community?  Why do we need rules?  These are just two essential questions that students in K, 1, 2 are 

uncovering through the stories of Arnold Lobel’s lovable characters, Frog and Toad. 
 

As we learn important life lessons from Frog and Toad, we will uncover the reasons for rules. Students will 

partake in a democratic process to create rules for our K, 1, 2 community.  We will also explore ways that we, as 4

-8-year-olds can make a difference in the world. 
 

Awareness of Kellogg’s character targets of integrity, compassion, perseverance and collaboration, along with the 

sixteen Habits of Mind are developing through this literature/social studies unit.  Uncovering the character traits of 

Frog and Toad, along with the problems in the stories, have provided the students opportunities for developing a 

framework of understanding about the Habits of Mind, and what it means to be a person of character.  Students are 

reflecting and thinking about their thinking, responding with wonderment and awe, thinking for oneself, 

questioning and supporting thinking with evidence, learning to understand others, working to develop empathy, 

creating and using their imaginations, and finding humor.   
 

This unit of study provides a springboard for future work regarding life’s lessons, social skills, and the social-

emotional development of our youngest learners. 

Welcome to Kellogg School in Falls Village, CT. We are off to another exciting year together. At Kellogg School 

we believe learning is more than academic. Developing student character and school culture where students and 

teachers are encouraged to become leaders of their own learning is at the forefront of how we do school at 

Kellogg. Our classrooms are located both inside and outside the walls of our school. We believe learning is active, 

learning is challenging, learning is meaningful, learning is collaborative and social, learning is shared and 

communicated and finally, learning is kind and compassionate. We all share a common learning journey, to 

actively engage in our own improvement, personalized to how we learn best, knowing that no matter where we are 

today, we will continue to grow as we move towards our tomorrows. 

CIVICS LEARNING WITH FROG AND TOAD IN K, 1, 2                    - Mrs. Faust 
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EXPLORING MATH WITH ILLUSTRATIVE                - Miss Spelbos 

All middle school students at Kellogg are using new math programs. We are using Illustrative Mathematics in 

grades 6, 7, and 8, and Bridges in grade 5. Students in 6th grade had to look at a diagram with three sizes of 

squares and decide which size square covered more of the plane. Students then discussed with one another why 

they believed their answer was correct.  

Using tracing paper, one student explained that each 

large square was worth nine small squares, and each 

medium square was worth four small squares. Using 

this logic, she was able to determine that a large 

square was worth two medium squares and one small 

square, so the large squares covered more of the plane.  

Students exhibit perseverance as they begin their drawing again with the 

new skills and practice reflection and revision in each stage.  It can be 

challenging and frustrating to overcome the initial urge to say “I’m done,” 

after a first attempt, but in the long run, students develop a sense of 

perseverance, high quality and care for their work that hopefully lasts a 

lifetime and extends to many skill areas in life.   

DEVELOPING A GROWTH MINDSET            - Mr. Markow 

Middle school science students began their year building a series of foundational skills, such as group cooperation 

strategies, awareness of lab safety, strong work habits and an understanding of grading rubrics.  This year we added 

lessons on growth mindset to help students understand how their success depends on their inward perspective.   
 

On a daily basis, we hear statements that reinforce a fixed mindset.  Statements like “I can’t do math” or “Mine is 

awful, please don’t show it to the class” capture a sense of being fixed at a certain skill level and not being able to 

improve.  The statements suggest some are capable and others not.   
 

In contrast, a growth mindset is captured by phrases such as “I can’t do it, yet” or “I like how you did that, could 

you teach me?”  Some beneficial outcomes are:  

• Less competition with peers and more self-reflection of one’s own work 

• Less judgement and fear in a class discussion, rather a collaborative atmosphere exists in which we help each 

other move forward on a learning continuum 

• A safer learning environment that fosters peer review of work that is kind, helpful and specific 

• A reduction in students comparing grades with peers and instead self-evaluating their own work for 

improvement 

• A recognition that we all share a common path and may fall in different places on that continuum at different 

times, but that the main goal is to learn and improve no matter where we are on that continuum 

In the illustration, you see a student example of a sketch that represents a 

single try – a fixed mindset, an “I drew it and I am done.”    

This is then followed by a second sketch that focuses on a new, learned skill 

identifying outlines and the light and dark areas.  The third sketch was done 

after a lesson on illustrating details and shading. Same student, new mindset.   

Students built on this logic and discovered how to find the area of parallelograms, triangles, and other polygons. 

Now, students are learning about surface area and volume by using nets to create polyhedra! 
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AQUAPONICS             - Ms. Frost with Daniella Brennan, Sophie Nason, and Ava Gandarillas  

The 7th grade at NCES is putting together an aquaponics system. What is aquaponics? Aquaponics is a food 

growing system that uses live fish to fertilize vegetables and fruits in an ecosystem where the fish fertilize the plants 

and the plants clean the water for the fish.  Everyone gets what they need.  
 

The fish tank and the grow beds are linked together: the water is pumped from the fish tank to the raised grow beds 

and gravity helps it flow back into the fish tank. The fish produce ammonia and, with the help of naturally 

occurring beneficial bacteria, the ammonia changes into nitrate to become the plants’ natural fertilizer. In turn, the 

plants clean the water for the fish by absorbing the nitrate. It’s a symbiotic relationship, which means it is beneficial 

to both parts of the system. 
 

Aquaponics doesn’t use soil for growing food because its main source of nutrients comes from the water that is 

recycled back and forth from the fish tank to the grow beds. Instead of soil expanded clay balls hold the plants in 

place and it functions as a place for friendly bacteria to grow and thrive. Aquaponics actually grows three things--

fish, vegetables and friendly bacteria that break down the fish waste and turn it into nitrates that the plants will use 

as fertilizer. That’s where the nitrogen cycle comes into play and why it will be important for us to learn about it. 
 

In the science classroom we are planting vegetables like chard and kale, both fast-growing, hearty plants.  We may 

also try growing some tomatoes and herbs.  We are looking forward to having some fresh produce throughout the 

year and harvesting our tilapia in June!  
 

We are very excited to have the aquaponics system in our school.   Aquaponics is a perfect example of how biotic 

and abiotic parts of an ecosystem work together to make a healthy environment, which is exactly what the 7th grade 

is studying this fall. 

 

From creating the new tanks to adding plants,  

students set up the new aquaponics system in their science classroom to study an ecosystem. 
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MORNING MEETING STARTS OUR DAY              - Dr. Roy 

It is 8:40 am and the sound of students greeting each other can be heard throughout 

the school. Morning Meeting has begun in our classrooms.  The Responsive 

Classroom website indicates that “Morning Meeting is an engaging way to start 

each day, build a strong sense of community, and setting children up for success 

socially and academically.”  Students and teachers gather in a circle and talk with 

one another through the four parts of the Meeting:  Greeting, Sharing, Group 

Activity, and Morning Message.  Each part has a distinct purpose. 
 

During the Greeting, students learn and use each other’s names, helping each student to feel a sense of belonging 

in the class.  In the Morning Meeting book that we read this summer preparing to initiate this new approach to 

starting our day, we learned that “One cannot be present until one is seen.”  I agree with this statement and believe 

every student should truly be seen every day and know just how important each one is in our school community.   
 

During Sharing, students learn more about each other, developing compassion and empathy.  Thinking, listening, 

and speaking skills are also highlighted during the Sharing portion of the meeting. 
 

During Group Activity, students learn the value of persistence as they work together to develop respect for each 

other and to include all students in the classroom community. Students are active and engaged in the Group 

Activity.  Every student should feel a sense of success through their participation. 
 

Morning Meeting ends with a Group Message, when information is written and shared, helping to ease the 

transition into the rest of the day and also to build excitement around the learning that is to come that day. 
 

I enjoy visiting classrooms, especially during Morning Meeting.  Adults and students agree this positive approach to 

starting our day creates a climate of trust that encourages students to aim higher and to achieve academic success. 

WHY UNPLUGGING FROM TECHNOLOGY IS IMPORTANT                  - Ms. Lindstrom  

Researchers have found that a variety of benefits come with unplugging from our technology gadgets 

for a bit every day.  Here is a list of some reasons why creating tech-free time in your child’s day will 

help them become the best version of themselves: 

 1) When we disconnect from social media, we can focus on the here and now, and be thankful for what we have. 

When on social media, we see our friends doing fabulous things, and this can cause feelings of jealousy, envy, and 

loneliness because we want to be a part of it.  It can also trigger “fear of missing out” (FOMO) and psychologists 

have started to recognize FOMO as an actual disorder.  
 

 2) Face-to-face interaction with other people is how we learn social skills. When we interact with other people, we 

learn to maintain eye contact and use "give and take" in the art of conversation. Positive social interaction helps 

children to develop a healthy sense of self.  
 

 3) Preoccupation with being online interferes with the quality of our relationships. Just having a phone in view 

when having a conversation, negatively impacts the intimacy of the discussion as we are not fully paying attention 

to our family and friends and thus missing out on crucial connecting time with them.   
 

 4) Interacting through a device means passively being entertained or absorbing information. When students put 

down their devices, they have the opportunity to engage in creative thinking, to use their imagination, or to create a 

project. Creativity is one of the most critical aspects of success. 
  

Implementing tech-free times and interacting with your children in creative ways, even if it is as simple as playing 

a board game together, will enrich your lives and create memories. 



 

MEET OUR NEW SCS STAFF                     - Mrs. Magyar           

Middle School Social Studies: Kiera Bisenius attended Kent Center School and HVRHS. She graduated from 

Keene State College with a B.S. in Secondary Education and a B.A. in Social Science, with a minor in History. 

Following a year at a public middle school in Fairfield County, she taught at a private boarding school in the area 

for two years and coached volleyball and tennis as well as helping with their community service program. She is 

excited to return to Region 1, where she had so many great teachers and mentors.  
 

 

5th Grade Long-Term Substitute: Becky Wilczak is a graduate of Providence College with a  

B.A. in Music and a Minor in Theatre Arts. She is currently working on finishing a M.S. in Elementary Education 

at the University of Bridgeport. Ms. Wilczak has knowledge of the school and the students as she has been a 

paraprofessional and a substitute teacher at the Salisbury Central School for several years. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

SCS Winter Concerts (4-8 Chorus & Middle School Band) + the PK-8 Student Showcase 
 

December 12th at 5:00pm 

Middle School Secretary: Kirsten Durbrow is the new smiling face in the middle 

school. Kirsten grew up in Lakeville and currently lives across the street from the school. 

She worked here last year as a Kindergarten para. Her knowledge of our school, years of 

teaching experience, and time spent in variety of clerical roles, makes her a perfect fit! 
 

Cafeteria Cashier and Office Clerk: Crystal Ohmen also grew up in Lakeville. She 

attended SCS, HVRHS, and is a Graduate of the University of Connecticut with a B.S. in 

Horticulture. She enjoys volunteering , she is the President of the Lakeville Hose Co. 

Ladies Auxiliary, as well as assisting her husband as Commander of the Lakeville VFW 

Post, and the Salisbury American Legion. Crystal is energetic and efficient! 

K-8 Paraprofessionals:  

Sally Greco -Sally has subbed in the region and had years of experience 

working with children. We are excited to have her energy and creativity 

in the K team.  
 
 

Holli Dunlavey – Holli is an enthusiastic mother of four who brings 

daycare and clerical experience to this position. Holli’s positivity is 

appreciated by the teachers in many grades.  
 

 

Carrie Russo – Carrie comes to us with 15+ years of experience in 

education. Carrie brings a strong background in early childhood and 

literacy to our team.  



 19 

FIRST GRADE MORNING TUBS        - Mrs. Conklin and Miss O’Brien 

When first graders at SCS arrive at school, they choose a Morning Tub 

to go to. Each tub offers a play-based opportunity for children to play, 

build, create, and problem solve. Morning Tubs get children excited 

about their day and gives them a chance to collaborate with their peers. 

Children rotate through different tubs each day over five days.  The 

students begin their day stress free and have time to socialize and relax 

before the busy day starts in first grade. It sets the tone for a positive 

day.  Some examples of Morning Tubs are patterns blocks, math games, 

connecting cubes, puzzles, dominos, geoboards, or stacking cups. We 

collaborate with our Excel-Plex teacher, Jen Segalla, to get ideas or 

materials for our morning tubs. Students are encouraged to share their 

creations on Seesaw with their families. We were fortunate to use some 

PTO grant money to buy some magnetic building blocks that the 

children have loved using.  It’s a great chance for children to make their 

own choices as they begin their day in first grade. 

SUMMER STEAM                          - Ms. Neary 

START WITH HELLO WEEK                      - Mrs. Begley 

The “Start with Hello” Call to Action Week- September 23-

27- is an opportunity for schools across the United States to 

engage their school community in activities that promote 

inclusivity and community building.  Students delivered 

school-wide morning announcements to promote the 

program.  Middle school students greeted younger 

students each morning as they arrived at school.   

Raydin Neary, Laura Badolato, and Kat Bucceri ran the fourth annual Summer 

STEAM camp this summer at Hotchkiss. Students entering fourth through 

eighth grade attended camp for at least one week. The camp included team 

engineering projects such as making a Rescue Me Device and marble roller 

coasters as well as geometric art projects such as constructing three dimensional 

Icosahedrons and two-dimensional hexagons. Students used each other as 

sounding boards as they decided how to make, solve or reinvent whatever task 

they were working on. Students enjoyed learning and playing strategic board 

games and challenged themselves with some hands on, mathematical puzzles. 

K-8 teams met to talk about how to help students who may feel alone or 

left out.  Fostering inclusion and community is an important life skill and 

with practice, simple to do every day. There is no age limit for reaching out 

to and helping others!  



It was a long ride but well worth the trip. The accommodations are not really roughing it as there is indoor 

plumbing and heated rooms. This year we were surprised with wooden bunks instead of metal ones which assured 

more sleep and less giggling from the creaking of the beds every time someone rolled over.  
     

Students were reluctant to see the outdoor ed style classes and field groups end but were eager to share what they 

learned each T-time (transition time). From fruit dissections, for the faint of heart, to shark dissection and Natural 

Tie Dye to Gone fishing, it was a joy to have them explain the class or adventure they had been on.  
 

During transitions students could be found on the skateboard park (without skateboards), at the Gaga pit or making 

bracelets in their cabin. It was a perfect opportunity to make friends with the students from Sunapee and Summit 

Montessori. 
       

Students were appreciative of Chef Derek in the dining hall. Some of their favorites were the garlic knots, pizza 

night, tacos and the fabulous salad and cereal bars. They enjoyed being a watron and tracking Ort after each meal. 

Even though it was warm and dry outside, we were able to find plenty to do in the annex of the dining hall to keep 

students safe from the latest mosquito scare. Students participated in a science fair, a back to basics activity and 

QUEST.    
         

It was an emotional end as students said goodbye to their new friends and NC teachers. Sharon teachers were 

regularly reminded throughout the trip how helpful, polite and empathetic our students were. The number one 

question when we left was . . .   CAN WE GO BACK? 

COMPUTER SCIENCE IN ACTION!                    - Mrs. Klish 

Fourth grade students helped first graders learn about the 

“Cubelet” robots. Students learned how to create robots that 

run away from your hands called Fraidy Bots. They learned 

how to create bots with spinning lights called Lighthouses, and 

so much more. Eighth graders are learning how to program the 

Sphero Bolts. They learned how to create simple drawings and 

move the Bolts around obstacles. What a fun way to learn how 

to program!  
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 NATIONAL DATA CONFERENCE                - Mrs. Dietter 

NATURE’S CLASSROOM                - Mrs. Bayer 

There were also many breakout sessions offered on topics as diverse as strategies of assessment, changing how we 

approach behavior interventions, making sense of  the “whole child” and offering effective feedback.  

Several Region One teachers and administrators traveled to Aurora, CO in September 

for the 2019 Alpine National Data Conference.  Jan Chappuis, a keynote speaker from 

Port Townsend, WA, spoke about “Making Time for Formative Assessment” and gave 

attendees hands-on ideas to take back to their classrooms. The other keynote speaker, 

Christine Willig, CEO of Illuminate Education, talked about “Leading from the 

Middle: Empowering your Teams Through Times of Change.”  She gave a powerful 

presentation that inspired educators to continue to help our students achieve success.  



 

 

          

 DENTAL HYGIENE FOR ALL SCS STUDENTS         - Mrs. Sheehan  

 THE RESET ROOM               - Mrs. Bryant and Mrs. Fecteau 

SCS has opened a new room called the Reset Room. The Reset Room is 

designed to help a student get ready to learn and focus in class. A reset takes 

8 minutes. Students are accompanied by a trained adult, but there is a lot of 

choice for the child. They get 2 minutes to move, 2 minutes to work, and 

then 4 minutes to calm. We use the Zones of Regulation to help children 

identify their feelings and keep data on how a visit to the reset room affects 

each participant.  

For the past 12 years, thanks to a grant from the Foundation for Community Health, our region has been fortunate 

enough to participate in a dental hygiene program in our schools. The Brooker Memorial Dental clinic’s hygienist 

Debra Ravlin comes to each of our Region One Elementary/Middle schools, and provides dental education to all of 

our PreK-8 students. All students are eligible to participate in the free dental screenings, exams, cleanings and 

application of sealants if indicated. Since the inception of this program in 2007, 4700 children have received dental 

services while at our Region One schools. According to the Surgeon General, tooth decay is one of the most 

common chronic childhood diseases- 5 times more common than asthma and 7 times more common than hay fever. 

More than 51 million school hours across the nation are lost annually due to dental-related illness. Sharon Center 

School had 39% of our students participate in this program, with seven of these students participating for the first 

time. Eleven of these children had issues that needed follow up with their dentist and eleven children received 

needed sealants to protect their teeth. This service is greatly appreciated, and the students are excited to see the 

hygienist! Please consider having your child participate next year. 

  We also schedule the resets proactively for each child to have maximum 

benefit before any problems in class arise. We are finding that a visit can help children who have anxiety, who are 

sluggish, or who are having a hard time focusing in class. The menu of available options in the reset room changes 

weekly so there is always something new to do.  Some of the equipment in the Reset Room includes: a climbing 

ladder, tunnels, a sensory cocoon, a bubble tube, a giant beanbag chair, obstacle courses, yoga poses, a rice table, a 

punching bag, a rocking bowl, “theraputty,” coloring sheets, noise cancelling headphones, weighted animals, a 

trampoline, and many more. We are happy to see the positive benefits that this room is providing for our students! 

GRADE 3 AND 4 FIELD TRIP- OCTOBER 8TH HOWE CAVERNS             - Mrs. Smith 
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Our third and fourth grade students traveled to Howe Caverns in 

upstate NY. By elevator, they descended 156 feet below the Earth’s 

surface. Students learned the history of the six-million-year-old 

cavern, carved by a subterranean river that continues to sculpt the 

cave today. Inside the cave, students saw countless layers of 

sedimentary limestone, various rock formations such as stalagmites 

and stalactites, and the floor of an ancient sea. Part of the cave was 

even explored by taking a boat ride! Students enjoyed experiencing 

the natural world and its changes as they navigated through one of 

the world’s best examples of underground water erosion. To 

conclude our day, students were able to mine for gemstones and 

keep their findings as a souvenir to remember their trip. 



 

BUILDING COMMUNITY STARTS FRESHMAN YEAR                                                               - Mr. Strever 
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Six elementary schools, one high school. Do the math on that, and you’ll come up with just one transition. While 

that is ideal in some ways, it is also daunting: one move from a small school to a big school. One move from all the 

classmates and teachers you’ve ever known to strange people, buildings, and programs. 
   

In the middle of last year, the idea of a ninth-grade team resurfaced among teachers and administrators. It was not a 

new concept, but one whose need had become apparent, especially in Region 1, where the transition to high school 

is particularly dramatic. In order to introduce students to their classmates, teachers, and high school expectations, 

we needed more time with ninth-graders separate from the rest of the school.  
 

Starting with a new schedule, ninth-grade teachers now share common planning time to coordinate activities and 

discuss student issues. This opportunity gave rise to the freshmen “speed dating” parent conferences that took place 

on October 17.  Parent response to this event was overwhelmingly positive, as it gave teachers a chance to meet 

with them early in the year to make introductions and provide brief feedback about the start of the year.  
 

These parent conferences necessitated finding an activity for the students that 

allowed teachers the flexibility to hold conferences. The helpful staff at Club 

Getaway in Kent offered a day of fun team-building activities that not only 

allowed us to hold conferences but gave students the chance to get to know 

one another in a different setting. In addition to the planned activities, 

students started their own pick-up soccer game during lunch that exhibited 

the kind of inclusiveness and initiative that is just as important as academic 

achievement.  
 

Our ninth-grade team is also working with the Learning Practices that were implemented in the elementary schools 

to provide students feedback on their work habits and behaviors. Over the course of the year, the team will calibrate 

their assessment of skills such as preparedness and engagement and develop ways to share their assessments with 

students and teachers. This grading practice allows teachers to foster good study skills while not conflating behavior 

and academic achievement in the grade for a course. We believe that the grade you see on a report card should 

reflect academic achievement, and this grading practice supports this belief. 
 

New this year, our freshmen meet in their own Advisory periods with the ninth-grade teachers. This promotes social 

connections and allows us to introduce students to the high school in a more sheltered setting where we can instill 

the academic and social skills students need to navigate the transition to HVRHS. We believe that all of these 

efforts will result in students who are more comfortable, prepared, and confident in their ability to be successful as 

high school students.    

Can’t make it?  Call 860-824-5123 or email istrever@hvrhs.org for an individual tour.  



Learning to pilot a drone 

Renovated  Science Rooms 
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80 years of encouraging students to grow to their potential, respect different learning styles,  

solve problems, think analytically and communicate effectively. 

FRESHMAN HUMANITIES & GLOBAL HISTORY         - Mrs. Messina 

The beginning of freshman year is all about adjusting to the routine of High School, familiarizing oneself with the 

teachers expectations, making new friends and getting used to different surroundings.  Since we know that 

academic success is best fostered in a space where students feel comfortable, we place significant emphasis on 

building collaboration and communication skills from the moment the school year starts.  (Not surprisingly, these 

skills are also fundamental elements of the State’s Common Core Standards, too.)  

Productive collaboration and 

effective peer-to-peer 

communication is developed by 

engaging students in activities that 

are grounded in these important 

skills.  To the left, you’ll see 

students, working in groups to 

classify and categorize historical 

events that impacted the growth of 

the global population. To the right, 

students can be seen participating 

in “Socratic Circles” to discuss 

Jared Diamond’s Guns, Germs 

and Steel, their summer reading 

material.  

Socratic discussions build content knowledge and critical thinking skills as well as productive oral participation 

habits.  They also allows students to learn from each other, rather than solely from their teachers.  In addition, 

students are encouraged to make eye contact with each other while speaking and listening. 
 

To doster our student’s creative expression, we asked them to create their own mandalas — Sanskrit Circles, 

which are spiritual and ritual symbols of the universe. Their mandalas were to be a pictorial representation of the 

similarities and differences across the early civilizations they had been studying. Once completed, the students 

presented their mandalas to each other.   
 

In the mandala below the apple symbolizes abundance and plenty, the hawk’s lure represents hunting and falconry, the 

camel is for patience and perseverance, the acorn stands for antiquity and strength, the creature protects fallen chiefs, the 

arm armor is for leadership and the ear of corn symbolizes harmony with nature.   
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Effective Discipline: Discipline should not be an issue. Students must respect others and failure to do so cannot be 

tolerated. Students must understand school and class rules and expectations, and adhere to them. When discipline is 

necessary, it is not vindictive, but just a consequence when a student does not do what is required. 

There is a Variety of Instructional Techniques: No two classes or two students are identical. An effective school 

has teachers that understand this and differ instruction to best help students be the successful. Key concepts are 

presented in ways to enable visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learners grasp it. Students are actively involved in 

learning with a variety of opportunities to grasp key concepts.  

Individualized Instruction and Approaches to Students: Students’ abilities and needs are different. To 

effectively teach all students, the school staff must understand this. The teaching and interactions with students 

must reflect the needs of each, with the understanding of each as individual. 

Leadership: The building principal must have the respect of students, parents, and staff with a vision, high 

expectations, and the ability to help others succeed. This person must be able understand people, and motivate 

them, creating a positive attitude throughout the building. Successful schools have a sense of trust built on the back 

of an honest and caring leader. And students perform better when the district school leaders collaborate and support 

and ensure high quality curriculum and instruction. The responsibilities of school board members focus on the 

outcomes of the school and support the leadership3. 

Parental Participation: This partnership between the home and the school sends the message to students that the 

adults in their lives - both teachers and parents - believe in the importance of education and are willing to make time 

to support students' educational experiences and efforts. 
 

We do not profess to have all of the pieces in place. We have not reached our highest levels, as we strive to go 

beyond the current state. What is taking place in our schools is designed to help students develop to their fullest. 

This newsletter addresses the myriad of quality programs we offer. Take a close look at the programs we offer and 

those we want to expand upon, to be certain we are addressing the learning and social-emotional needs of each and 

every child. Let’s work in partnership to ensure high quality educational programs for the benefit of our students.  
 

Dr. Pam Vogel, Superintendent 
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